
"Do You Hear What I Hear?” 
Luke 9:46-62 (Part I) 

Modeling the humble and selfless service of Jesus for the glory 
of Jesus is great in the Kingdom of Jesus (46-48) 
 The disciples have grown in their acceptance that Jesus is 
the Messiah who has been sent by God to be the King of the 
Jews. However, the disciples have not grown beyond their 
understanding of Jesus as an earthly King. They see Jesus as the 
One who will throw off Roman rule and will re-establish the 
nation of Israel in a physical way on this earth, and because of 
that, they see themselves as the obvious choice for the top 
advisors and leaders to rule with the King. But the question is, 
who will be the greatest among them in the Kingdom of King 
Jesus? Although they would never ask Jesus this question, He 
knows what they are thinking and what they've been discussing. 
Jesus needs the disciples to hear and to know the truth, so Jesus 
gives them a powerful illustration to help them hear the truth.... 
 Jesus takes a small child and places the child next to 
Himself. A child in that day-and-time didn't have any rights or 
power in society. A child in that day-and-time would have been 
expected to serve the adults around him/her. A child in that day-
and-time didn't have any expectations of being recognized or 
served by an adult, so with this child standing next Him, Jesus 
tells His disciples that greatness in His Kingdom is recognized 
through humble and selfless service to others...even the most 
unlikely "others" such as this little child. But this service in the 
Kingdom that is great can't be done for selfish purposes. Jesus 
tells His disciples that they are to understand that when they 
receive even this child that they receive Jesus. In other words, 
Jesus is telling them that greatness in the Kingdom comes from a 
motivation to serve King Jesus and the Father who sent Him! 
Service in the Kingdom that is great must be done for the glory 
of Jesus!  

1. What a powerful reminder that Jesus knows our thoughts 
and the motives of our hearts. What are your thoughts 
and the motives of our heart in serving others for Jesus?  

2. This Christmas, our faith family reached out to serve 
many children in need in our community. What were some 
of the barriers or obstacles that we encountered in our 
thoughts and motives?  

3. How does the fact that Jesus knows our thoughts and 
motives change the way that we should deal with those 
barriers and obstacles that we encounter? 

4. What a blessing that Jesus speaks truth into the mistruth 
that we hear in this world! How are you committing 
yourself this year to faithfully seek His Words of truth? 

5. How are you planning to intentionally imitate Jesus in 
selfless service to others for the glory of God this coming 
year?  

6. How can your Connect Group work together to model the 
humbleness and selflessness of Jesus in 2015? Then do it! 
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Modeling cooperation rather than competition in the work of 
Jesus builds up and brings glory to the Kingdom of Jesus 
(49-50) 
 As the work of Jesus was growing, there were some -- like 
the demoniac in Luke chapter eight -- who didn't physically 
follow Jesus but who stayed behind, still sharing Jesus and doing 
the work of Jesus. We don't know how many people were doing 
this throughout the areas that Jesus visited, but we do know that 
the disciples ran into one, and they were bothered by what they 
saw happening. They found someone who was casting out 
demons, but this person wasn't someone who was following along 
with them in the growing group of Jesus' disciples. Why would 
this have bothered them? The individual was doing good in 
casting out demons. The individual was obviously not opposed to 
Jesus. The individual was obviously following the work of the 
disciples and of Jesus, so what was the problem? The problem 
was that the individual was not following with them! The 
problem was that the individual was doing something that they 
themselves had just been unable to do!  
 The disciples had a narrow view of the work of the 
Kingdom of God on this earth. The disciples had -- perhaps -- a 
bit of jealousy in the fact that this individual was doing 
something that they just recently couldn't do themselves. The 
disciples thought that the work of Jesus had to be connected to 
what they were doing, which led them to a spirit of competition 
rather than cooperation. Jesus' answer gave them the truth of 
how God's Kingdom works, expecting them to then model that 
truth in their lives. The truth simply is that God can and will use 
whomever He desires in His Kingdom work. The truth simply is 
that if an individual isn't against the work of Jesus, then our call 
is to cooperate with them for the glory of the Kingdom of Jesus! 
This is the truth that Jesus wants His disciples to hear. 

1. Have you ever felt jealousy when you saw someone (or 
another church) doing something for Jesus that you 
haven't done or couldn't do? Share some examples and 
discuss the reasons that you may have experienced these 
feelings. 

2. John did the right thing this time. Instead of discussing 
the question with the disciples in private, he brought the 
question to Jesus. Break into small groups of three or 
four and take a minute to read through Ephesians 4. How 
does our church reflect obedience to the Word of the King 
in this passage?  

3. What do we still struggle with individually and as a 
church in reflecting an Ephesians 4 spirit of cooperation 
in the work of Jesus? 

4. As a class, take a minute to make a list of ways that our 
faith family needs to grow in our cooperation for the 
work of Jesus. 

5. Add to the list by discussing the work of Jesus that's being 
done through other, Christ-centered churches in our area. 

6. Close in prayer, allowing different people to pray for our 
faith family and for other Christian churches in our area.
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